
Ithilippine Islands
Wheu the Uniterd States focuscd its lighting powcr <tn the wtr
ilr Europc, thc l'}hilippines, pivotal in U.S. witr Plil,ls encl of
$tratc$ic irnportance, slipped in priorirl'.'Ihc Unitecl Statcs

would not, however. tail to clc'fcntl the islarrtls, alrd in -ful,v

194 1, ()encral l)ouglas MacArthur was re'calltd tlrortr rt'tirc-
rllL'nt to conrnrand ;t ncw orllllllization colttposcd ofAtrterican

arrd Plrilippine arruv troopri, U.S. Arrrr,v Forccs in tlre Far E:rst

(USAF[:E). With lt] rrrohilized l'hilippinc Arrtrv divisions,

Mar'Arthtrr cotttende.l that he rvorrltl h;tvr' :rltnost 2{X),(}O()

nrrn undcr anus throughout the islanris :rncl th;rt, rvith the

allocation ol drc ctrrrcct nuttrben of bornbcrs rncl fishters. hc

corrlcl dcfbnd tlrc archipclago bv March 1942.

By l)r'cernbcr l94l. hr>rvever, thc' garrison boestcd onl,v

31,(XX) U.S. and l'l'rilippine Scoufs plus I 10,{)(X.} trtore itr poorly

etluipped and untrained l'hilippine divisiotts. For air p()wer

and clcfi:nsc ot'thc islands,.ltl <lbsolc,icellt Scvcrsky l'--15As ertd

l{X) Curtiss P-4(} W:rrharvks stoocl re:rd.v. T'hirty-five l}-17
hc'irvy- borntrers rvaited to rtttack Jap;rttcsc air bascs 6(X) nrilcs

Dorth rlf Luzotr eur Forttrosa.

[.ike its athck ()n l]carl t{.trlr,rr,.lrgr*1 , rrrrht.rrr ril.}ti.F:1,
tor the invasion of rhc lrhilippirrer utilrzr:tl rur pr it., +F*sit" ,tud
a rapid gain of air supcrioriq,.With in rravr,\ (.llll(., ttrrrr5tlr
devotccl to l)earl Harbor,Japanese phrrut:rr r.lit"tl ou rllpr,{}rr
rrutc.lv 5(Xl lancl-baseel lrrrrv arrd navv aircr;rii rvitlr rlrt" rl*.r\+ilr_!
rallgc to fly fionr Forrnosa. cquipping Zcros rtittr krrrg,rlngr
auxiliary fucl tanks, and .n a ,aval arnracla of rrv. bartreships, r3
hcavy and iight cruisers, 3ll dcstrovcrs, plus support slripr
antl subnrarines.

Ar clawn on tl l)eceurber-7 l)ccenrbcr in Harvrii-..-
a rt'rrrning f-lashetl frorn Ad,riral Kirrrnrcl ro Aclmiral Tlr.nus
Harr. It st>.' spread t. (icneral MacArthur and (ic,eral l,cwis
Breretor. c.'rn'rrrcl.r .f the Flr East Air F.rce. F.rccs wr.rrt
rxr irurrrcdiatc alcrt, lrut rro ilcti$r was takcn.

F{eavy fbg hcld the nuin Japanese aeriil attack firrcc on
F'r,r.sa' trut srrrallcr attacks .rr trrc l,hilippirrcs rvcrc rrrorr,tcd
flro,r tlrc carricr Ryrair. A dawn raicl ,n rhc .avv [rax. at l)ava*.
t'ln the sc*rtherrr islanel ,f Mi,d;r,ao, irrclrdccl l3 Kates and
t'ive Mitsubishi A5M Clautrc tighters, wlrich bornbecr artr
strali:tl thc basc, dcstroying twt-r parkecl Carllinas. One Katc
rvas shot dr>wn. Thrcc lrours lrtcr. anothcr srrralt attack w,as
rrratlc. Ncither [:rr.,glrt lortlr defe.nsivc acti.rr ancl lJrereron
was tlenied his rc'quest firr pcrnrissiorr ro launc:h lris [J_l7s on
an eitTcnsive rait'l against For'r.sl irr acc.rcl rvith the war plarr.

As tlrc fog tlissipatcd, ?5 Karvasaki Ki_.{tt Lilys attackcd
tl're r'guerarao airficle'l in rr.rthcru Luz.' ancl 18 Mitsutrishi
Ki-2 I Sellys b.,rbcd lhgtri,, a resort t()w' ;lt l_,2.n'.s L:ct1tcr.
The -f:rpa,ese Navy'.s ltth Air Frcct aircrutt took ofFtbr atracks
agairrst the u.s' lir bases a*rtrrrcr Marira. r)*spitc rervant.rr.r
war,irrus. 2(r Mirsubishi GiM Nells, 27 Mitsubishi C4M
lletrys" rrnd 3(r zc'r.r c*rglrt tlrt F.lr lilsrer* Air Forcr. .rr the
grrrund. Sixty tightcrs lnd l2 bornbcrs u,.erc dcstror-etl alons
w'ith Stt additigld airpllncs. I

Br.l *.*tlr"t ott Forttttls:t otr 9 l)cttert'tbcr g,rvc PhilipPirre

t{cl*rt.lers e (lilv to reldy a lilrct: ot-15 1}-17s iirr a cr>ttrttcrat-

trck the tilllorvirrg d:ry'- Wlrcn word rvrls reccivetl th;rt the

Jirpatrcsc rvcre lllrrling troops on nortlrertl Luzott' thc Il-17s

shitiecl thcir att.rck to thc invlsion site anrl l)-35s rlrd l)-'l{ls

joinecl in, strafing the invaders ;rs tht',v l:rnded' Many individtral

Artrericatt pilots, int:luding chc USAAF\ first rcc' Licutcn;rtrt
..lluzz" wilgner. :rnd 1l- 17 cotnrrrlrrr{cr (--:rpraitl ("olin Kcllv,

participated in heroic banles agairxt oranvhelrning odds.

These individual etlorts. like those at Pearl Harbor and

on W'ake Island. failed to stem the Japanese offensive. Air bases

and their airplanes u'erc largel-v destro,ved. Although original

air force srrengths had been roughl,v equal, air superioriry was

lost to rhe Japanese. The renrainder of tlre U.S. bomber iorce

nras moved to Ausrralia. The U.S. Asiatic Fleet rvas dc'cimatetl

and a stockpile ofrorpedoes destroyecl.

The Japancse acted quickly'. Troops landed throughout
the islands even during air raids. The nrain force-nvo divi-
sions of General Homrna's Fourteench Army--came ashore at

Linga,van Gulf notth of Manila on ?2 I)ecember. Despite

opposirion by Philippine arrrry divisions, the.v surged fbrward

and occupied Manila on 2January 1942.

MacArthur moved lris headquarters to C)orreglidor Island

at tlre southern end of the Bataan Penirrsula on the rvest side

of Manila Ba.l'. The concentration of U.S. Army Forcc's and

coundess fleeing civilians straincd the limited supply of tbocl.

medicinc, and war rrrateriel. Homtna! forces. rveakened by

unit trarxttrs to other operarions" suflered, roo. frorn shortages

of food and nredicine and from disease. Nevertheless, battles

for control of ltataan continued tbr four agonizing motrths,

and rveakened Japanese pushed u'eakened Anrericans to the

tiny island of Corregidor. Subject to a relentless artillery
barrage. MacArthurls successor, General Jonatlran Wairrwrig*rt,

*,as forced into l ragic surrender on 6 May 1942, the horror

ol nhich rvrs just beginning. The inl-anxlus Llataan "l)eath
Marclr." rvhich moved thc det-errders ruto captiviry as POWs.

cost thousands olAnrericans thcir lives at the hands ol rherr

Japanese r:aptors. Malnutrition, clisease. and brutality exacted r
nronstrous toll.


