THE PEOPLE ' VTS

The Military: Apart from, but a Part of, the Community

_ The military has of necessity in some ways always con.
stituted 4 separate community, separate hoth from the host
co_mrpum!:y and any loeal American civilian community, Itg
mission Is special, its members are highly transient, and it
133113]1}7 lives on bases which to some extent isolate it from the
life arot.m_d it. Nonetheless, it has contact with those othep
comnqumpes, and depending on historical circumstance, in-
doctrmatlo_n, and the personalities of commanding officers, itg

munities,

In 1901, the military was of course strongly hostile toward
both these other communities. They saw no virtue in break-
ing bread or speaking well of those on the other side of a
Mauser or a holo, and it felt that the civilian representatives
of thg U.S. government were naive and even semi-traitoroug in
practicing the policy of “attraction,” as it meant trusting and
being frlendly with elements of the population which, even in
those instances when they had forsworn armed rebellion, were

WJACC, July, 1941.
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[ prigadier General of volunteers.
‘Moros had accepted U.S, sovereignty, and pacification, however

|° Moreover, a former soldier, even if
£ the head of the civil government. In the meantime, the Army’s
| living arrangements had
{ still stationed at Fort Santiago and in the old Spanish barracks
' (Cuartel de Espafia)
~the forces were
| say —and at Fort Mills on Corregidor, the island at the en-

~as two of the finest army

“goldiers and their

‘bank of the Pasig, six miles southeast of Manila.

.till unreconciled to U.S. rule. The consequence was that there
L was little mixing between the American military and official

A v cwilian communities, and none between the military and Fili-
4§ pino communities except for a minimum formal contact at of-
§ ficial functions of the Governor
| ever,

General.

This phase, how-
did not last much heyond Taft's

departure,

. Taft was followed by Luke Wright, who was more friendly
toward the American civilians, and then, after Governor Gen-
‘eral Ide’s brief tenure, by Governor General Smith, a former
By this time, all but the
pitter a pill for the military,

had justified itself politically.

a non-professional, was now
improved immenseiy : troops were
inside the walled city, but the bulk of
at the new Fort McKinley — out beyond Pa-
‘trance to Manila Bay. These two camps would soon be known
posts in the world, and there is
‘nothing like comfortable living arrangements to reconcile the

families to garrison duty and to promote
community relations.

Fort McKinley was built on 1,800 acres lying on the right
The site was
selected because it was high and dry, and one of the healthiest
spots in the Philippines. Purchased in 1902 from the hacienda
Maricabon, it was said in 1905 to be, after Aldershot in England,
the biggest military cantonment in the world. Though not
larger than Kansas’ Fort Riley, it had more housing. Altogether,
there were 198 buildings and living quarters for 5,000. Tts
Memorial Building, financed by the D.A.R., was for the enlisted
men. It included facilities for billiards and bowling, a gym-
nasium, library and amusement hall seemingly justifying a
journalist’s observation that the G.I., even in 1205, was “never
forgotten nor neglected, no matter if he be 8,000 miles away,
by the good people under whose flag he serves.”?! B. W. Cad-
wallader Co. had constructed the building, the Commanding
General’s quarters, and ten miles of sidewalks and roads out
of Green Island Cement supplied by William H. Anderson and

Co. The Post Assembly Building, the most attractive building
esthetically, had a main assembly hall measuring 45 by 105
I '-"—l"l;r ?‘Tniul—orn Review, August, 1905,
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feet, a smali park and fountain in the reay, and a porch
feet wide which surrounded the entire building. Built py 0
Campbell, the best known Contractor of this early day

e site of the Commandinp: General’s réception for §
of War Taft and Mrs, Alice Roosevelt in 1907
pavilions, g brigade headquarters and eight large barrack
also buijlt by Campbel]).

during most of the day. 'I‘emperatures ranged from fiy
ten degrees cooley than on the mainlang. Though some
isolated by itg position far oyt in the bay, a daily hoat left
regidor for Manila every morning anqd returned jp the eye

€ Very completeness of facilities at the base, howeye,
Couraged the isolation of the military Community
here from Manila angq the outside world,
Military personnel stationeq inside the city, howevep

» and
to a considerable extent those residing at Fort McKinley,

of course ip closer contact with the Manila American commy.

nity.  Apart from reciproeal attendance at official functions,
there wag polo and baseball, particular]y, which brought military
and civiliang together-, Contact with the Filipinog was greatly
increased through the Army’s promotion of sports, barticular]y
boxing .ang baseball, while the ladies of the Barrison wepe
brought into touch wijth Filiping families of high statys through
extensive charity activities, Ag we have seen, the McKinjey
ladies were chiefly reésponsible for getting the nursing schoo)
at St. Luke’s Hospital in Tondo undey way in 1907, Resistance
to boxing between Filipinos ang Americans, at first, had to be
Overcome in hoth Communitjes. The Manila municipal Coun-
cilorg approved Eddje Tait’s first Proposal for syep matches ip
1908, and far from leading to increase( racial antagonism be-
tween the two CoOmmunities, g4 feared by some parties, the
tourage and ski] of the Filipinog and the gooq sportsmanship
of the Americans actually facilitateq undel'standing and mutna]
appreciation between the twg Communities, g did the initiative
taken by McKinley in 1917 to form the first Boy Scout troop,
which wag followed by the YMCA in Manila,

Harrison's regime, however. split the American community,
as we have Seen. The service familieg Were nearly g anti-
Harrison, and although his lurid descriptions of intrigye at the
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When General Wood was appointed to the post of bt»\'C‘x'r}Og
» the military, of course, as was to be .expectmvl, mo\”e
sse into civilian community enterprises. - Wood \\'.I'S
own, and his policies were as congenial as Hglz-
rison’s had been unpopular, Morgpver, h_e bro'ught i\c;n,quclc:_lam;
-{jnumbers of professional Army .ofh.cers directly into .a ¢’l Zn;er-
"ton assignment — to the point, in tact., th;}t a good many A.l Ror:
at he was overdoing it. The community ':n-\
, basically Republican and Conservative, wel-
, and some of itg members, as we havez segn:
to try to set the clock ba.ck. The ago essive
lerce had cloge contacts w:ﬁh lmt‘:h Malacafiang
service officers during this period,

| one of their

| ican civilians felt th
a whole, however
- comed the change
'~ were encouraged

|’ Chamber of Comn
- and the highest

Sl

under the Am
officer’s clul,

and Navy Clul) are certainly overdrawn, thgre o no doubt
: T);'e‘w of the service representatives sympathized with Hay.
“eon or his policies. : . 7 '
ontheir own circles and voluntary abstention from ail pyt
0 i
trictly official life
{

The inevitable result was their withdrawa]

until 1917.

' . /ar 1, of course, had great effects on the two com-
" e }\‘I(‘:sltlbftt;lz local professional forces W’ex‘elshllpl)?(:
verseas to France, drastically reducing personnel, and almos
'er‘s-f:ing American participation ip polo, boxing and base-
'dimdehen local troops were sent to \_'ludivostqk and along
tailroad during the U.S: ntervention in 1919,
' were organized into the Thirty-First [llfal.l.tl'y,'W'thh on
E turn in 1920 was assigned first to Fort MeKinley and then
‘ t!l;ee Cuartel de Espafia in Manila for eleyey years of garrison
t' before being sent to Shanghai in 1932 L:n(!er' the cn‘x:cumd-
i &zces this regiment inevitably became “Manila’s own” an
stc - VLS * the milit '
;“ "the mtelilt:t:;ntl:g litt];;iter:;”number of service fan'lilies stationed
e coml')la or the self-contained life at Fort B’ICKIll!ey and Fort
i Id permit. All along, a good Mmany American children
g W()}:f'cepfqmil}es despite schools on the bases..hml been
el ‘:ll Sch'uol, or the parents had been going to the
Union and Catholje churches, and there were
acts between both children and parents,

ary and civilian communitiey was

By the time of the Davis regime, however, thlqﬂpulntary

] i i rate as ‘ences
ivili i ‘ere well integrated. Past di el

and civilian communities wepe ell i L
i ilipinos ¢ ir aspirations faded as the Japa

with the Filipinos and their asj ng fad 8 the Je 2se

Menace loomed larger bhoth to Amerlcan.s.aml I‘l“])ln?h.' L(;ft

at McKinley, now called the “most beautiful U.S. Army _p“ :

'vrican flag,” was pleasant and very active socially.

: vi ¢ ‘ 51 -

scene of most of the activity, had a mem

247




i Lhe tion it saw until
bership of about 175, and socializing back and fort jzens and property, t)ut zgxsinwzgat:;nor;lgr g.}(‘!el ena bl
local community continyeq briskly down t, the war. was practically destroy
living quarters were Probably the finest at any U.S, g Jd War II. T
the station wag “equipped with every essential of wop . Pa - Neyy hsd bz;;es bat (f)lgglgal&gnggd %‘thfi::a?i Asgﬁﬁ
ik 5 e ili ir'les, but the Cavite
;lv;iar:;et;sgs e::;l;”’y :2:1'étlliv:h:ntil) l;tlellz?tli)vely little involved in
}’,. munity affairs before the war.

completely self-sufficjent Community, with housing, hOspi
churches, schools, g library, stores, clubs, a golf course, teny

In December 1932, the Post of Manila, which was garrison
by the 31st Infantry, haq its headquarters at the Cuarte]ife
Espaiia, though some of itg troops were still at the old Estad
Mayor just south of the Pasig. The officers’ quarters wena

staff at Fort Santiago, was housed at the beautiful ol Spanis}
residence at Plaza Militay (alongside of which the Magsay
center would rise in the Sixties), where there were algo quarterg
for a few other Senior officers, byt many officers were

the Army from 1893 to 1902) lay cloge to the Cuartel, ' &
modern facility, it Was staffed py five American doctors and Rt
detachment of nurses. The regiment carried on g the normaj
activities of an urban garrison, ip closer Contact with
civilian community because jt lived among them. It to, hag®
its boxers and basebal] team, itg dances and its diversjong, "%

lower echelons were identified. Since many of the ladies of
civilian community were also members of the Polo Club andt
of the Episcopalian Church, increaseq social contact followedtil
from both polg and churchgoing, Early in 1932, the regimentf

had been sent t, Shanghaj for fiye months to protect America
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