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HEACOCKS

HE story al the founding and the development of
the H. BE. Heacock Co. Ihepurtment Stare is or
s inelodig
Des, fire, eartheuake,
and most tmp I, growth and progress des-
pite nll sort The old max
being stranger than fiction eertainly holds here.

To start at the very beginning when Munila's
largest depurtment store was but o glitter in  the
founders’ eyes, two gentlemen pamed I, E. Heacock
and B W. Freer decided in 1900 that what Manila
needed more than s clse was a jewelry store
spened u sl the pld MeCulloagh Buildmg
It was & retail and
» Flgin Watehe
78 Gorham's Sil
ware snd other lines of jo Hlverware ma-
mufoctured in the 1. 8, ar ated to give the
Indies and gentlomen of Manily a glimpse of some of
the fimer things of life

They made & wuceess of it fter a fow 5
moved to the then brnd new Lack & Daviz Building
oz Echague. In 19( move was made to the
Eseolta and the {irm ioned an old Spanish
building between Cullo ¥ d Calle David on the
north side of the nditioning of that

s it does, raons

¥ obstaclis 1 abont truth

) the Sunty Cr

eale

ass front wtorve
ever put in M This i rined the
other merchants in tows, for ot that time all the other
stores had iron shutters which were closed at 6 o”¢lotk

1, **We nover had

progressive yonng Amerienn
born in Laconuer, Washington, of a fine pioneer family,
ho bad come to the Philippines in 1900 with the Military
Postal Service, In 1901 he became superintendent of
Money Orders for the Philippine Islands and in 1905
left the Department of Pogts to bocome Chief Agent
of Interna! Revenuy, Five years luter he left the gov-
ernment serviee (o go into business, A Philippine cor-
poration was formed in 1910 with Mr, Gacher as
Treasurer, which took over all the assets of Heacotk
& Freer.
*'Obtaining the eonsent of Dr. Burke to put up
a 4-story building on the corner of David and Escolts,
this building was construeted under our direction”,
Mr. Gaches stated. *This store too, had o glass front
on the Eseolts and nlwo on Calle David. It was consi-
dered the most modern store ever seen in Manila. It
compared favorsbly with €. D. Peacock & Co of
Chieago, Gorham Co, of New York and, although
smaller in size, with Caldwell & Co. of Philadelphis.
‘At that time free trade relations were entored
into between the United States and the Philippines
end we built in antieipation of inereased business due
to the free flow of goods; the inerrase in population
und the improvement in shippiig throughout the Is-
Iands began nt that time, Conditions justified our
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Manila's greatest Deportment Store,
labelled a Philippines Institution, proves
fts claim to greatness despite fire, flood
ond ecarthquake—one man's leadership

erects o million-pese dedication to the
future of Philippines trade and commerce,

Rising on the former site of the building
deatroyed by earthquake, this modern depart-
ment store will be the “finest in the Philip~
pines”. At the left, the “old" Heocock’s, be
fore an ecarthquake scattered an organization
“all over the Escolts”, At the right, “humble
beginnings” on the Escolta, This photo was taken
i 1910, Opposite page, lower left, Heacock's
firat “large” atore, on the aite of the preaent
American Hardware Company's store, This
whata was taken in 1919,
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bopes and in 1919 we pat up A seven-story by

on the south cast eo of the Eseolty Iln.']-('nllp Da-
vid. We opened wholesale and rotail branches in Tlo-
ilo, Cebu, snd Davao, aud 4 fittle lster in Baguio,

““To continun the history of our building, this
seven-story strueture was destroyed by earthquake
in 1937, Nothing daunted, we immedintely began Jooke
ing for new quarters and, dividing up onr different
departments, obtained space st Nos. 105, 72, and 17
on Eseolts, We established our general offices on the
2nd floor ot No. 75 Eseolta. These four premises not
being sufficient to secommodate onr business, we maved
our Radio, Refrigeration and Officc Eqnipment Depart-
ments to our warehovses in Port Aren, commer
16th and Atlaots Streets. We reconditioned these
warebouses completely and made salesrooms op the
ground floor facing 16th Bt. These reconditioned
offices are the very finest in this entire section of
the city."

Construction of the new seven-story  Heacoek
Building on the Fsealts was begun in May, 1038, It
will be the most besutifyl building, oufside and in-
#ide, of its size, under the Ameriean flag.

Its interior is finished in the finest of Philip-
pine woods, Dao wood being used throughout the en.
tire store. All railings snd trim are of sluminum.
The doors are sutomatie, being photo.eleotrically
operated. Four floors of the building and the base-
ment are air-conditioned, the remaining upper three
floors are light, airy and eool, estehing the ocean

0 J‘”‘ﬂsl) N k‘l ! {1 “. .
ices there are modern and desirable in ¢ ‘way,
Three of the latest and fastest Otis elevators in Ma.
nila serviee the building.
*‘Some of the important dates in connection with
the growth, changes and events of onr company are
these: In 1010 we took over the entire businese of
C. Alkan, Dennison & Company, and lster the offive
equipment department of the Manils Trading & Sup-
ply Co. In Mareh, 1024 n disastrous fire sWept our
building and destroyed $500,000.00 worth of merehan.
dise. Fortunately no one was hurt, Undeterred by
thie disnster, we took on the Philoo Radios and the
Frigidnire line. And then there was that eurthquake.
Even thix hes not stopped onr sdvamee. We grow
with the Philippines. 5

*We have with us today s number of employees
who have been with us for 30 years or more; among
them are F. L. Sehleipen, vice-president of the com
pany; J. Manahan, manager of the Jewelrs maguface
turing department; and F. R. Guzmen, secountant,”

Some of the American manufpoturers whose
produets are sold at Heacock's nre ss follows:

Federal Cash Register Co.; General Motors,
Frigidsire Division; General Fire.proofing Co.; In-
ternational Silver Co.; Remington Rand Ine,, Type-
writer Division; Winchester Repesting Arms Co.;
American Optieal Co.; American Steel Export Co,;
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Thix is the story in brief of B, B,
Heacock Company, pioneer and [argest
department store of the Philippines

[HESE IMPORTANT PRODUCERS
IHE  PHILIPPL

Phileo
erger & Sona
fabrik Backnu K. Walf
Hllley Eloetrie Co
Canby Co.
fx. Co.
rpoeation

Nation
Elein American Mfg. Co,
Ellyit Addrowing Machine Co

homas A, Edison Ine.
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BUTULS ENTRUST MERCHANDISING IN

I jonal Silver Co, (Manming-
Howman
zen Knitting Mills
3. Johnaun Co.
he Jucoh Brow Co., Ine.
Krements Co,
Kiensle Uhrenfubriken A. G
Walter Kidde Sules Co
The Mosler Safe Co,
sch Mavthe G.m.b.H.
mew Duplicator Co
Yhmer Internatiosal Inc.
oard

teun Mfg. Co.
Manafacturing Engineers [ac
umaformor Coty.

rma Co
Silversmith)
Chicago)

B Waterman Co,
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S. F. GACHES

ral Manoyer b f the far Heacock

Out uf Leland Stanford University, Major Gaches' Plalippines

) Ber Jequa ings Philippine through

O Bierea ¢, member of Fibre
Stowduvdization Board, Teucher's Pension and estment Board, Anti

berewlosis Comminxion, and Metropolitan Water District. Among other
oulside wctivities, he became Genernl Manager of the Red Cross mudd
and Membership Drive in 1933, was delegate for American National Red
Cronx to the fifteenth Inmternational Red Croes Conference in Tokyo in
1924, Is President of Amevican Chamber of Commaree, Director of Philip~
pine Chamber of Commeree, aetive member of Manila Rotary. Besides
control of Heacock Interests, Major Gaches is in Mineral Resources, Inc.;
President of Lacaron. Hemp Plantation; vice-president of Philippine-
\mevican Drug Co.; divector of varions other commercial and industrial
arganizations.  Firm believer in the future of the Philippines, his policies
wned idenls ¢ cted in the management and in the merchandising and

service poli

Philippines-wide service wus the distribubional ideal behind the
erection of Heacock’s Cebu Store, even now referred to as Cebu's
finest building. Above left is the Davao branch of the company. Other
Heacock's stores are located in Bagwio, Iloilo and Becolod, Comple
menting these “large” stores ore a chain of agency stores located in

thivteon mumisimalition in the Talnnd af Tavon




