The Manila Hotel — Ad (1930°s)
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In the September 27, 1903 isse of the Sunday Sum, we
rad

Mr. George Wolf of Castle Brothers, Wolf and Sons wil
build & new hotel in Manila commencing as soon as material
can reach (here). It wil face Calle Nozaleda on the south
side of the street occupying the block between Calle San
Luis and Calle Isaae Peral. Governor Taft hasalready agreed
to.a secial charte and lcenses for the hotel, which will be
dﬂmﬂwmu 250 suites, There will
.. tiityplan fo th elvator,laundry and
; at 500,000

ofmmmwmempbymmo by
US. sources and P100,000 by local sources. Upon comple-
tion of the new block from the now partly completed
Municipal Buiding on the Paseo Bagumbayan to cross Calle
Nozaleda where it intersects San Luis, the new hotel will be
located in very nearly the geographical and politca center
mmy,wpgmmmmmmmm :
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Al st s wildy o The rofet el g,
to be revited, at the cloe of 1907, by a wider, though chielly
local group, consstng of MF. Loewenstin (of the protoC
group), Charks D. Pamer (of th Insular government owned Mana
Raload Company), EC. McCullough (pintng), MA. Clrke (soda
founain and pstes), Waler E. Olen (fobccons), Thomas L.
Hartigan (sttorney and financia advisr to the Archbishop of Manil),
and Mauro Prito, Franciso Origs and Jose F. Femander (hree
edlthy Spanish/Filipino investors)who in January 1908 incorporated
the Manila Hotel Company. To ris the PY00.000 which the hotl
was now estimated to cost, P300,000 ws underwritten by “leading
businessmen"”, 200,000 was offered to the public, while the Govern-
ment contributed the st Bringingi H.E. Nanwaring of Yokohama's
Grand ot s consuant the coporation puchsed 20000 square
meters of land fronting the Luneta on space reserved for & hote
in Bumbham's plan. WE. Parsons (ssisted by Hemry Allwyn) of

e author’s Amenian Busessand Pilpie Economic Deslpnen, Mol
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the Exster Engnering Company was engaed a5 archiet and
Robert M. Loper, a leading Manila builder, was awarded the contract
for construction  Secretary of War Dickenson lid the comerstone
on Sept. 1, 1910, but actual work had began in Apeil, after Governor
GemdFabammﬁhMulMﬁ
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futher “sgreed improvements” had oost the govenment yet addit
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Sty 191, the sl opering 6 ot o il Jly 4, 191,
but then the Hotl thew he gt caning pary et sen
M, with (putig the Conges of Viens in te hae! ) v
hundred waltzing coupe. Secrtary Dickenson and Goveror Forbes
wete the uing gest. Dancing woul coninue 0 be the hotls
chif ocal atircion or many yeas. A, s Fores ol i
Phlpine histoy,from the tourst vewpoint, “ay be said o have
begn .. fom the opnig of i e hosely” Inconfmaton
we find 4 brochure ised in Jauary 1913 by the best known
e ey ot oy, Thom Cok nd o, e 3
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AMERICAN HISTORICAL COLLECTION.

During the next few yeam, Rotary continued to offer dis-
tinguished guest speakers: in 1925, Sir Hary Lauder, the world-
renowned entertainer, Commander Pinedo, “fist Italian aviator to
lind on American (Phiippine) soi," in 1926, ex-Ambassador Henry
Morgenthau and Spanish aviators Captains Gallarza and Loriga, Go-
vemor General Henry L. Stimson, Dr. C.T. Wang, Premier of Ching,
and ex-Governor General Forbes; in 1927, Prince Purachata of Siam
and in 1929, Major General Douglas MacArthur, Commander, Philip-
pine Department, US. Amy. Meanwhile, a delighted guest in 197,
one Oswald Lewis, in @ travel book felicitously entitled Because
T've not been There Before, showed he shared Lyons' enthusiasm

for the hotel's physical amangements:
. lputnpuﬂnMHohl_apaktulbﬂm

floor . . . It is situated on the shore of Manila Bay,
and on 3 fine night, with the moonlit water on one
side and the ballroom, full of dancers swaying on the
other, itisas splendid a spot in which to share a meal
with a fair lady as any that I know of.

The hotel's management had been greatly strengthened in 1928,
when Hubert C. (Andy) Anderson first became co-manager with
Antrim. - After the latter's health failed and he retumed to California,
Anderson, a remarkable man who was not only a brilliant hotel
manager but a trusted adviser to Governors Geseral and Senate
President Quezon, carried on alone. Blonde and blue-eyed, a genial
six footer, Andy was & valued friend of all. At his death in 1938,
Walter Robb of the Journal of the American Chamber of Commerce
would write: “A prudent judgement had given him a high place in
business and an unfalingly generous soul had made him a friend
of everyone, Andy Anderson had ot an enemy in the world"”
When Andy, greatly lamented, passed to his reward, his place was

taken by Howard Cavnder of the Dollar Steamshp Lives . . .

In 1930, under the joint management of Antrim and Anderson,
the hotel's standard advertisement had paraded its special attractions

The most modern and laxurious hotel fn the Far East. hM"h,hh‘
owitted that can add to the complotencss and elegance of Its appointments.

Open About January lst, 1912,

Cablenews-American Wh mi

Dinner hosted by Major Stevenat for Provincial Governors, 1932



NEW METROPOL—E HOT "'I.

First PanAm clipper orbits hotel roof, 1935
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~ Celebrating 25th Anniversary of Reign of




Francisco Mendoza,
first Filipino Manager,
1041-1947, in 1041
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a follows: *Designed and constructed to secure coolness, sanitation
and comfort under tropic climatic conditions; provides every Western
convenience with every Oriental huxory; Finest Dance Orchestrs in
the Far East” Systematic tourist promotion by the Inular Govern-
ment began in February 1930, when it hired James King Steee,
who had successfully promoted tourism in Japan. Steele establshed
the headquarters of the tourist association in the Mania Hotel

A touist guidebook of 1934, tracing the history of dancig
in Manil, asigned the Manla Hote a special place in that hisory:
“the Mania Hotel . . . had [for many year after 1912] been
the only place for dancing and s roof the scene of many a fetive
pary [then came several prvate balrooms: s Loma, Maypajo
etc) . .. The anda Hotel palion . . . without a doubt s the
most atracive diing and. duning msart in e entie Far East
it o s the et owsic ... To rk among the smarer g
and dancing esorts of the States, it lacks oy 2 Taago and Rhumba
ondestn ., . Especly atiracve e i lghtig efecs and 3
spios djonng lounge wher et sonfortable s and subded
ilningion v et etwen danss”™

When Commonealth President Quezon in 1935 offered, and
mwuﬂmmpﬂ,hwam.m
Amy which could defend the nation’s forteoning independencz
what wis 1o be the hotels most disinguihed. guest moted. with
his wife Jean and son Arthur into the Penthouse for the few
yeurs before. the Jaanese onsaught brouht e Generals trning
mission to an unimely end.  Hotel personnel flt & partiular
attachment to the MacArthur, as they had paticipated vicarously
in the General's peculiary proper, formal and wellchaperoned court
ship during the i he had been its nmarid guest.

Thoughont the Thites, the Mara Hotel had epately ben
the scene of mportant comentons: in 1931 for example, thre
i o Conges of lepoogt Beaded by Dr. . W. Wade of the
United States, the Fifth Paific Rotary Conference, which brought
Rotary Clubs from China and Japan o the Phlipines, and abio
the Congress of Far Eastem Prhistory, with sholars from all
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